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planters, and to continue it after so many repeat-
ed complaints, will be the greatest evidence of
a design to introduce, if the Crown should ever
devolve upon the Duke, an unlimited government
in old England." Prophetic words which the
Duke, in a few years, tried his best to fulfill. But
Sir William Jones deciding against him, he ac-
quiesced, confirmed the political rights of West
Jersey by a separate grant, and withdrew any
authority Andros claimed over East Jersey. The
trouble, however, did not end here. Both the
Jerseys were long afflicted by domineering attempts
from New York.

Penn and his fellow trustees now prepared a
constitution, or Concessions and Agreements, as
they called it, for West Jersey, the first Quaker
political constitution embodying their advanced
ideas, establishing religious liberty, universal suf-
frage, and voting by ballot, and abolishing im-
prisonment for debt. It foreshadowed some of
the ideas subsequently included in the Pennsyl-
vania constitution. All these experiences were an
excellent school for William Penn. He learned the
importance in starting a colony of having a care-
fully and maturely considered system of govern-
ment. In his preparations some years afterwards